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Abstract 
Bohol  is one of the villages in Gunung Kidul Regency, Yogyakarta, Indonesia. This 
village has a land area of 229 Ha with a critical land 123 Ha. To solve this problem, the head of 
Bohol village made Kromojati regulations. Kromojati is an obligation for young people who will 
get married to plant 10 teak trees, which are 5 stems planted in the communal land and 5 stems 
planted on their own land. This can be used as a model for environmental conservation to solve 
critical land in Indonesia.The purpose of this research are, 1) To know the background of the 
existence of kromojati custom law, 2) To explain the implementation of Kromojati, and 3) to To 
find out the model of environmental conservation through Kromojati tradition . The type of 
research used in this research is descriptive qualitative with phenomenology approach of Edmun 
H. Husseerl and Alfred Schultz. The object of this research is Kromojati tradition which still 
preserve by the community. The results show that : 1) The background of Kromojati tradition is 
the amount of critical land in Bohol village since 1996. In 2005-2011, Kromojati was able to 
reduce the critical land to 23 Ha. In 2018,  there is no critical land. 2) The people of Bohol village 
still preserve Kromojati as a binding regulation without being forced. The implementation of 
Kromojati also brought Bohol village to obtain various achievements in the field of environmental 
conservation. 3) Kromojati is a model of environmental conservation by adjusting to the 
characteristics of the land in Bohol. This tradition is capable of being a model for other regions, 
especially in terms of environmental conservation that is adjusted to the characteristics of the land 
owned in each region. So that, can reach the sustainable environment. 
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1. Introduction 
80% of the earth's inhabitants have local wisdom (Keraf, 2010). [1]. This condition can be 
used as a reference to live and last longer as an answer to modern life. Modern life currently has 
a high intensity of natural exploitation, as a sign of environmental damage. In 2010 the 
University of Adelaide published the results of research on environmental damage on the entire 
surface of the earth. Indonesia ranks fourth after Brazil, the United States and  
 China, which fall into the top 10 countries contributing to environmental destruction. One 
indicator that is measured is the change of land conversion into commercial land. Environmental 
crisis is caused by excessive human consumption of natural resource (Bradshaw, 2010) in [1]. 
Technological advances do not guarantee a country / region to be more environmentally 
responsible. The advancement of technology today seems  increase the natural destruction. With 
technology, humans seem to be able to exploit the natural resources. The exploited natural 
resources are not wisely capable of causing a variety  environmental damage. The disaster can be 
exemplified like smoke from Riau forest fire that has been going on for 18 years (1999-2016). This 
is certainly dangerous because according to the Word Health Organization smoke forest fires can 
cause lung and respiratory system disorders [2]. 
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One form of exploitation of natural resources is illegal logging. Illegal logging pursuant to 
Forest Watch Indonesia (FWI) is a practice for harvesting and processing of all kinds of forestry 
products, one of which is wood. Illegal logging certainly causes the amount of wood in the world 
decreases, whereas wood becomes one of the important raw materials of industry. In addition, 
illegal logging also does not sliupped away from the destruction of the environment. This can be 
exemplified by deforestation as a habitat for living things, a decrease in groundwater supply, and 
the emergence of degraded land [3]. 
In order to avoid damage, there is a need for environmental conservation norms. Local 
wisdom to preserve the environment and social life of the community one of them is the customary 
law of society Bohol, Rongkop, Gunungkidul. This customary law is known as Kromojati. Bohol 
Village Government, Rongkop District, Gunungkidul Regency has a unique custom law imposed 
since 2007 ago that is Kromojati. This customary law is an obligation for Bohol village youth to 
marry, where they are required to plant 10 teak tree seedlings as an effort to conserve the forest 
environment in Gunungkidul which is now beginning to erode. 
Through the Decree of Bohol Village Chief No.13 / KPTS / 2007 mentioned every  married 
couple in Bohol area, must plant 10  teak trees. According to headman of Bohol, Widodo, 
Kromojati's implementation efforts in the region proved successful. All can foster the level of 
public awareness about the importance of life preservation. The teak tree seedlings that have been 
planted by the bride's have now targeted about 2 hectares of critical land. Critical land is spread in 
two groups namely Wuru and Gamping. 
Kromojati may be used as a model for environmental conservation outside Bohol, Rongkop, 
Gunungkidul. This is very important because environmental conditions have been much damaged. 
Moreover, Kromojati may be able to succeed the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) program 
in Indonesia. SGDs is a program to replace The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and 
Indonesia joined in the program [4]. 
The SDGs program in its application has as many as 17 goals. The purpose of SDGs is a 
reflection of the main foundation of SDGs as a development program. The foundations are human, 
planetary, well-being, peace, and partnerships that are expected to create an end to poverty, an 
equality, and the alleviation of climate change problems in the world by 2030. Therefore, the 17 
objectives of the SDGs. One part of this goals is point 11 mentioned that sustainability of cities and 
communities [4]. This Goal can be reach using Kromojati.  
Therefore, this kind of thing is interesting to be discussed further as it can be used as a 
model for environmental love karater effort which is expected to have a broad impact on 
environmental conservation and be a pilot for other areas in Indonesia. 
 
2. Literature Review 
2.1 Tradition 
 Tradition is the similarity of material objects and ideas that came from the past but still exist 
today and have not been destroyed or destroyed. Tradition can be interpreted as a true inheritance or 
a legacy of the past. However, the tradition that occurs repeatedly is not done by chance or 
intentionally [5]. From this understanding, whatever is done by humans for generations from every 
aspect of his life which is an effort to alleviate human life can be said as "tradition" which means 
that it is a part of culture. C.A. van Peursen is defined as a process of inheritance or continuation of 
norms, customs, rules, property. Changeable traditions are appointed, rejected and combined with a 
variety of human actions [6]. 
 
2.2 Enviromental preservation 
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A.W. Widjaja defines conservation as an action or activity that is done continuously, 
directed and integrated. Such action or activity is undertaken to achieve and realize certain 
goals that reflect the existence of something permanent and lasting, dynamic, flexible, and 
selective. Definition of the environment in general can be said as everything that is around 
humans or living things that have reciprocal and complex relationships and mutual 
influencebetween one component with components. This is the same with what is accompanied 
by N.H.T Siahaan [7] that the environment is something that exists around a living or human 
being that has a reciprocal and complex relationship and interplay between one component and 
component. 
 
2.3 Sustainable Devevopment Goals 
Sustainable Development Goals is a sustainable development. The program is proclaimed to 
be achieved by 2030 worldwide. The development undertaken has 17 objectives including: (1) 
without poverty, (2) without hunger, (3) good health and wellbeing, (4) quality education, (5) 
gender equality, (6) clean water and sanitation, (9) industry, innovation, and infrastructure, (10) 
reducing inequalities, (11) sustainability of cities and communities, (12) responsible communication 
and production, (13) action on climate, (14) underwater life,  (15) life on the land, (16) strong 
judicial instinct and peace, (17) partnerships to achieve the goal must be cultivated in 2030. The 
Sustainable Development Goals become an advanced program when the Millennium Development 
Goals which were launched in 2000 by 189 countries have ended. Meanwhile, the Sustainable 
Development Goals became a world agreement when it was approved by 193 countries in 2015 at 
the United Nation Headquarters, New York [4]. 
3. Material & Methodology 
3.1 Type of the research 
The type used in this research is descriptive qualitative with phenomenology approach of 
Edmun H. Husseerl and Alfred Schultz who study about the effect of kromojati custom law 
application to environmental conservation in Bohol village, Rongkop, Gunung Kidul. This study 
uses a combination of field and observation that seeks to understand customary law that is still 
preserved by the community.  
3.2 Place and time of the research  
This research was conducted in Bohol Village, Rongkop, Gunungkidul. This place was 
chosen because this village became an example in the effort of environmental conservation in 
Gunungkidul Regency. In addition, in this village there are places that are considered sacred 
sanctuary by the community. This research was conducted for 3 months, ie April, June 2018. 
3.3 data collection technique 
 Technique of collecting data is done by interview, observation and document study. In this 
study, researchers act as a key instrument. Initially, the researcher made initial observations and 
searched informants into the field, then determined the informants. There are 11 informants in this 
study consisting of village head and its equipment and newly married people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture 1. Data collection technique 
Literature study Observation Dokumentation Interview 
Data collection 
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The informants of this reserach :  
No. Name Gender Age Position 
1 Yudi  Male  45 tahun head of development 
affairs 
2 Widodo Male 53 tahun Village head  
3 Supardi  Male 48 tahun South Locksman 
4 Satiyo Male 58 tahun head of service 
affairs 
5 Sumadi  Male 48 tahun head of planning 
affairs 
6 Keli Istanto Male 38 tahun Secretary of village 
7 Dwi Harmoko Male  47 tahun village staff 
8 Suratno dan 
Rini 
Male and 
female 
50 thn 
dan 42 
thn 
Citizens 
9 Nika dan Fendi  Male and 
female 
28 thn 
dan 22 
thn 
Citizens 
10 Pupung 
isbudaya  
Male  30 tahun custom affairs 
11 Ponco Juru Kunci 
Utara  
60 tahun North Locksman 
 
Furthermore, researchers conducted interviews to obtain information on Kromojati customary 
law recorded, and documented. For the smoothness of data collection, researchers use the 
instrument in the form of interview guides and observation sheets. 
 
3.4 Data analysis 
Data analysis used in this research is qualitative analysis. The steps of analysis follow Miles 
and Hubberman through [8] namely Data Reduction, Data Presentation and Conclusion / 
Verification. After collecting the data then process it and brand it into a simple information and then 
analyzed by connecting one with the other based on the theory into a systematic unity. The result is 
then interpreted. Then the final step is to draw conclusions that are new findings that had not 
previously existed.  
 
 
 
 
 
Picture 2. Data Analisys Technique 
3.5 Validity of data 
The validity of this research data is done by triangulation methodthat is triangulation method, 
source, and theory. The researchers compared field data in the form of observation, interview, and 
document review. Researchers also interpret and understand the data from the point of view of 
various other theories. 
 
 
Data 
collection 
Data 
reduction 
conclusion Data 
presentation 
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4. Results and Discussion 
4.1 Profile of Bohol Village Region, Rongkop, Gunungkidul 
Bohol's inventory and progress book mentions that Bohol Village is located in the southeast 
of the capital of Gunungkidul Regency. The village of Bohol consists of 8 (eight) hamlets, namely: 
1. Songgoringgi 
2. Bamban 
3. Bohol 
4. Gamping 
5. Belang 
6. Wuru 
7. Ngasem Kidul 
8. Ngasem Lor 
 
1. Boundaries 
North  : Pringombo Village, Rongkop District 
South  : Karangawen Village Girisubo Sub District 
East   : Village Nglindur District Girisubo 
West side  : Jepitu Village Girisubo Sub District 
2. Area  
Area of Bohol Village is 504,9670 Ha. 
3. Demography 
Total population 
Male  : 703 people 
Female : 729 people 
Amount  : 1,432 people 
Head of family : 407 KK 
4. Geographical conditions 
The height of the sea water level : about 300mdpl 
Topography   : Plateau 
Number of rainfall   : 1975 mm / year 
 
4.2 Background Kromojati 
In 1996, Bohol village was a backward village from another village. Bohol Village is one of 
8 (eight) villages in the Rongkop district in the backward category. The livelihoods of most people 
are farmers by relying on corn and grains that are fed with rain. Beyond the predicate is the 
underdeveloped village, Bohol Village had a quite difficult challenge at that time. Bohol Village 
must work hard for the poverty that occurs in its area. 
Critical land in Bohol Village is quite worrying. At that time critical land almost reached 
50% of the total area of village forest which was the village's cash land. The village of Bohol has 
229 ha of forest land. In 2005, Bohol Village has a critical land area of 123 Ha scattered in Wuru 
and Gamping. Critical Land in Bohol Village is caused by the excessive amount of natural 
exploitation. Exploitation is in the form of logging of trees that grow in village forests without 
active replanting activities. 
Critical land that has not narrowed down made the Bohol Village Head named Widodo 
invite village elders to determine a solution to address critical land. After various studies, Widodo 
finally produced a law or rule that was applied in the community. The rule is a rule that requires 
young married people in Bohol Village to plant 10 teak trees. 5 teak trees are planted in the land of 
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the village cash and 5 other teak trees are planted on private land. Whereas, naming Kromojati 
contains the meaning of Kromo means to marry and Teak means to be true which is manifested in 
the form of teak trees. 
During the period of 5 (five) years Bohol village can be planted for reforestation area of 100 
ha, so the critical land in Bohol in 2011 reduced to 23 ha. However, the decline in the number of 
Critical lands was supported by other factors as well because Kromojati was influenced by the 
number of marriages, while the number of residents in Bohol Rongkop Village, Gunungkidul was 
relatively small. 
 
4.3 The Implementation of Kromojati 
Kromojati customary law has been legalized into village regulations that are obeyed by the 
community. The situation can be used as a reference to live and last longer as an answer to modern 
life. Modern life now has a high intensity of natural exploitation which is a sign of environmental 
damage / nature is also growing.  
One indicator that is measured is the change of land conversion into commercial land. The 
environmental crisis that is now gripping the earth is due to excessive consumption of human 
resources (Bradshaw : 2010 in Sufia 2016 : 726). The term indigenous peoples is stated in various 
laws and regulations, such as in Law No. 5 of 1960 on Basic Agrarian Basic Regulations, Law No. 
41 of 1999 on Forestry, Law Number 32 Year 2004 About Local Government, and other laws and 
regulations. The term of indigenous and tribal peoples is born and used by customary law experts 
who are more functional for academic-theoretical purposes. While the term indigenous peoples is a 
term commonly expressed in everyday language by non-legal circles referring to a number of 
international agreements [9] 
In the book De Commune Trek in het Indonesische Rechtsleven, F.D. Hollenmann in Husen 
alting (2010: 46) constructs 4 (four) common traits of indigenous peoples, namely religious, 
communal, concrete and cash magic [10]. This is revealed in the brief description that the 
community is a community group whose ancestors were the rookies in the place, whose relationship 
to the agrarian sources is governed by local customary law. In their consciousness, agrarian sources 
are not only economic but also cultural. That is, if these resources disappear (or transfers to another 
group), then that disappears not only their economic power, but also the cultural identity. 
1. The Religious magical nature is interpreted as a mindset based on the public's belief in 
the existence of something sacred. Before the community comes into contact with the legal system 
of religiosity religion is realized in the way of thinking that is prological, animism, and belief in 
supernatural nature. Community must maintain harmony between the real world and the inner 
world (supernatural world). After people know the system of religious law are manifested in the 
form of trust in God. The public believes that any act of any kind will always be rewarded and 
punished according to the degree of change. 
2. The communal nature (commuun), society has the assumption that every individual, 
member of society is an integral part of society as a whole. It is believed that individual interests 
should be appropriately tailored to the interests of society because no individual is detached from 
society. 
3. Concrete properties are interpreted as real features which show that every legal 
relationship that occurs in society is not done secretly or faintly  
4. The nature of cash (contane handeling) means as participation especially in fulfilling 
achievement. Every fulfillment of achievement is always with a counter-achievement that is given 
simultaneously / instantly. 
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 The general nature is in accordance with the condition of Bohol community who still trusts 
and preserves the sites of sangkeran (places that are considered sacred). The village of Bohol has 2 
sangkeran areas: 
1. The land of north sangkeran 
Land of north sangkeran is located in the north of the village, commonly called the 
community of Bohol as abar-abir forest. This forest is considered sacred by the community. Some 
of the myths that are still believed to be amongst the public are the large snakes of the watchmen 
and the prohibition of wearing green shirts as they pass through the forest. The tradition that is still 
preserved in abar-abir forest area until now is the cockfighting. One of the traditions of Bohol 
village said that if the tradition is not implemented then many people are sick. So that people still 
preserve the tradition as a rejection reinforcement / disaster prevention. 
2. The land of south sangkeran 
South sangkeran land area is located in the south of the village. South sangkeran area 
consists of two sites that are considered sacred by the public : 
a. Kyai Saleh Site 
This site is a big tree that is usually visited by the majority of people outside the village. 
Even according to the explanation sie tradition, Pupung Isbudaya (30 years) many famous artists 
such as Agnes Monica never visited the site. They came with a sheet of cloth and offerings for 
offerings. Every year a lot of cloth hanging on the tree as a form of offerings. 
 
Picture 3. Kyai Saleh ite 
 
 
b. Watu Tumpang site 
This site is a big stone used for semedi. Many kraton relatives who do semedi on the site. Mr. 
Supardi as the caretaker of the south said that he also several times deliver relatives of the palace to 
the site. 
 
Picture 4. Watu Tumpang site 
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The existence of customary law indirectly also contribute to the preservation of the 
environment because many people who do not dare to exploit nature because of the myth in the 
community. Even according to the surrounding community if there is a thief, just spin around the 
area so that people feel safe. 
The community strongly supports chromojati, arguing that this tradition is a rule that is 
equally beneficial. Besides being an effort to preserve the environment, it is alsoexpected to become 
a family savings and investment in the future. This support is evidenced by the results of interviews 
with the head of services and the Bohol village head who explained that there were no communities 
who had violated unless they were married in the dry season, so the planting was delayed until the 
rainy season. This Kromojati tradition is not required for married couples outside. 
Based on the results of interviews with newly married couples (Nila, 22 years and fendi, 28 
years) they also strongly agree with this tradition. They hope this tradition can be followed by other 
areas. So it can lead to a mutualism relationship between the village and the community. 
 
4.4 Impact of Kromojati 
   Kromojati customary law has several impacts on the community. Dampak tersebut 
setidaknya meliputi dampak di bidang lingkungan, sosio kultural, serta ekonomi dan pembangunan. 
Dalam bidang lingkungan, The impact includes at least the impacts on the environmental, socio-
cultural, and economic and development fields. In the environmental field, Kromojati can be a 
means or model of community-based environmental conservation. Kromojati. Kromojari is at least 
able to contribute in the form of trees embedded in the critical land. Even though the number is not 
large, Kromojati can train community awareness of the environment. In addition, Kromojati has 
given the pretext to Bohol, Rongkop, Gunungkidul Village as follows: 
1. Ist winner of the Environmental Health Competition at the provincial level of DIY in 2006, 
2. 1st Winner of Countryside Race at DIY Province 2008, 
3. Winner of Green Reforestation and Nature Conservation at Gunungkidul Regency 
4. 1st Winner of Sosbud Environment Level of DIY province, ande. Lastly invited to the State 
Palace as the village of achievement 
 In the field of socio-cultural customary law Kromojati able to create social order in society 
so that nature remains sustainable but the economy is also fulfilled. Kromojati certainly adds to the 
cultural treasures in Bohol Village, Rongkop, Gunungkidul. What's more, Bohol Village is a village 
that has the title of Kantong Budaya village. 
 In the field of economy and development, the existence of chromojati can be an investment 
for the community in the future. In addition, it does not planted in the village cash is also used to 
build village facilities such as security posts, village hall and other public facilities. For couples 
who do Kromojati, Kromojati is seen as teaching the community to be visionary in looking at 
financial matters. Kromojati makes it easy for this. 5 teak trees planted on private land can be sold 
when they are 15 years old. It is estimated that they will be able to give an injection of funds when 
the children of the married couple of traditional Kromojati practitioners have grown up and need 
more money to access education. 
4.5 SDGs and KROMOJATI  
Sustainble Development Goals, abbreviated as SDGs, are Sustainable Development Objectives 
that are based on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)[10].There are 17 goals in the SDGs 
that have been described previously. The goals as a development program can certainly be 
implemented in various ways in accordance with the state of the region or country. 
Indonesia is known as a country rich in culture and local wisdom. In addition to being a culture 
that must be preserved, local Indonesian wisdom can also assist in the success of SDGs 2030. One 
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of the local wisdom is Kromojati custom law contained in the village of Bohol, Rongkop, 
Gunungkidul. Based on research that has been done by researchers, Kromojati is a local Indonesian 
wisdom that have potential in succeeding one of the programs contained in the SDGs 2030. The 
program is the mainland ecosystem  
program. The onshore terrestrial ecosystem program is to sustainably manage forests, combat land 
conversion into deserts, stop and rehabilitate land degradation and stop biodiversity extinction [11]. 
Kromojati is the Village Rule Bohol, Rongkop Gunungkidul which in its development 
become customary law which adhered to the village community. Kromojati Traditional Law is the 
answer to modern today who has natural exploitation activities in height lead to environmental 
restoration. Based on research of the researcher, Background of Kromojati customary law is the 
destruction of forest that happened in Bohol Village, Rongkop, Gunungkidul. Implementation of 
Kromojati Customary Law, requires that people who are getting married to plant 10 teak trees on its 
development have helped to restore the forest in Bohol Village, Rongkop, Gunungkidul. In 
addition, Kromojati Customary Law is also an model means of conducting the environment as 
evidenced by the reduction of critical land of 100 Ha during 2005-2011. 
Kromojati Customary Law also plays a role in sustainable development. Basically, sustainable 
development has the same principle with Kromojati  Traditional Law that is doing development 
while maintaining the sustainability and sustainability of natural resources. If further understood, 
Kromojati Traditional Law has the same goals with the concept of sustainable development 
according to Seragaldin (1993) in [12] as follows: 
Economic aspects, Kromojati Customary Law is intended to increase the welfare of the 
community by planting teak trees, when a family needs a fee after 10-20 years after the marriage, 
the trees that have been planted when they want to get married can be felled and sold. Thus, it can 
help financially from the family. 
Ecological aspect, Kromojati Customary Law has been in effect since 2007 ago. 
Due to community concern about the destruction of forests surrounding the community of 
Bohol Village, Rongkop, Gunungkidul. Kromojati Customary Law is applied as a solution to forest 
destruction. Since Kromojati Traditional Law was enacted, slowly but surely the forest around 
Bohol Village, Rongkop, Gunungkidul improved. So the preservation of the forest was awake. 
Social aspect, in Kromojati Customary Law, community participation is very influential. 
Because, in the implementation required cooperation between community components such as 
village and village communities. Kromojati Customary Law is also regarded as an obligation for the 
villagers of Bohol, Rongkop, Gunungkidul so that the villagers highly value and adhere to the 
Customary Law. 
Kromojati Customary Law can be considered as a model of sustainable development. If the 
concept of Kromojati Traditional Law is applied, it will create a balance between nature and the 
environment. So the goal of sustainable development was achieved. On the other hand, Kromojati 
Customary Law can be a solution for the worsening environmental conditions. 
5. Conclusion 
a. Kromojati is a model of community-based environmental conservation. 
b. Kromojati is a success of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
c. Kromojati must undergo further research, especially research on its application if it is 
applied outside the village of Bohol. 
d. Kromojati can be a model for environmental conservation. Although it does not contribute 
much in the form of trees, Kromojati invites the active community in environmental conservation. 
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